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I N A U G U R A T I O N  
RADITIONAL  pipes and drums echoed in the spacious lobby as the 9th  Annual 

General Meeting of INDEPTH Network got off to a colorful  start in Pune, India on 

October 26, 2009. Colorful  pagdis (turbans) were deftly tied on as each person 

entered the venue, while marigold garlands vied with the morning sun to bathe the 

venue in orange and gold. Different languages and accents filled the air as old friends 

greeted one another, but the common tone was one of joy and expectation.  

The opening  

Lighting the lamp to sign ify the formal inauguration of the AGM. From left: Dr Siddhi vinayak  Hirve, 

Dr Osman Sankoh, Prof R K Mutatkar, Prof Samir Brahmachari, Dr Seth Owusu -Agyeyi, Dr Kurus 

Coyaji  and Dr Sanjay Juvekar.  

The AGM was formally opened by Prof R K Mutatkar, President of The Maharashtra 

Association of Anthropological Sciences and Hon. Professor of Anthropology, School of 

Health Sciences, University of Pune. He underlined the importance of anthropology as a 

holistic discipline in studying man and his culture in totality and in innovating  qualitative 

research methods. He pointed out that the methodological issues in micro -macro studies 

and quantitative -qualitative methods were very significant for scientific validity and 

reliability of community -based research. He advised researchers ñto give patient listening 

to people in order to learn about their concerns and target the programs to their 

concerns.ò  

In his keynote address, Prof Samir Brahmachari, Director General, Council of Scientific 

and Industrial Research, and Secret ary, Department of Scientific and Industrial 

Research, Government of India, urged scientists to leverage scientific knowledge for 

socioeconomic development. Lauding the work of INDEPTH, he reminded that 3 billion 

poor people of the world looked up to the Network to make a difference in their lives.  He 

regretted that big pharma was not interested in diseases like TB and malaria, which  

mainly affected the poor countries.  

He cited the Open Source Drug Discovery initiative of CSIR, which used the global 

platfor m provided by technology to allow scientists to collaborate, as the way forward.   

He pointed out that few pharma companies were interested in developing drugs for 

infectious diseases as the patients did not have the paying capacity. With the need of 
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Prof Samir Brahmachari 

delivering the keynote address  

confidentiality and IPR protection making new drug 

development prohibitively expensive, drug discovery had to 

move out from pharma companies to open sky for the young 

generation to participate . ñThe IT infrastructure, connectivity 

and high throughput analy sis makes OSDD possible,ò he said, 

thus making it feasible  for academicians, students and clinical 

research organizations  to work at much lower cost. With a new 

chemical entity instantly becoming generic under OSDD , there 

will be no burden of IPR, making d rugs cheaper.   

ñIt is high time to apply high science to improve public health,ò 

he said and urged scientists to think holistically as health and 

community problems were interconnected. In conclusion, he 

stressed on the need to strike the right balance between ñhealth as a right and health as 

a businessò.  

Earlier, welcoming all in his address, Dr. Seth Owusu -Agyei, Chair of the Board of 

Trustees, observed , ñall the colors  visible here si gnify great things are ahead of usò. He 

reminded everyone that at the age of 10, INDEPTH was no longer a baby. ñIt is time to 

bring our force to bear,ò he exhorted. He called on all sites to banish guesstimates and 

to work towards reliable numbers.  

He appreciated that the scope and nature of work put in by INDEPTH sites had 

increased. ñWe are doing very relevant work and the main beneficiaries are the millions 

of poor people,ò he noted. He urged greater participation from all sites so that more and 

more  people could reap the fruits of the networkôs efforts. 

Dr Osman Sankoh, Executive Director, said that INDEPTH Network was a shining 

example of the adage, ñwith commitment, people can make things workò. He welcomed 

the new sites in Cambodia and Kenya. He i nformed that INDEPTH had funded 15 young 

scientists and underlined the importance of the new generationôs contribution. Describing 

the first AGM in India as a milestone, he was glad that all members of the Board of 

Trustees were  present.  

Dr Ajit Kumar Verm a, Director, International Institute of Information Technology (I 2IT), 

which was the venue of the AGM, lauded the work of INDEPTH and underlined the 

importance of reliable data in providing for healthy, hygienic living. He was happy that 

I 2IT was associate d with the network.  

Dr Kurus Coyaji, Medical Director of KEM Hospital, informed that the hospital was 94 

years old while the KEM Hospital Research Centre , which supports Vadu HDSS, was set 

up in 1985. Briefing the audience about the activities of the hospi tal, he reiterated the 

organizationôs commitment to delivering quality medical care to all across the economic 

strata, and especially to those in the rural areas.  

Host institutions  

The AGM was hosted by Vadu HDSS and Ballb garh  HDSS. Outlining the activities of the 

Vadu Rural Health Program  and its Vadu HDSS, Dr Siddhi vinayak  Hirve, Director, stated 

that it provided a wonderful example of successful public -private partnership in rural 

health care. The 35 -bedded Shirdi Saibaba Ru ral Hospital was rendering yeoman service 


