Health and Demographic Surveillance System Profiles: Instructions for Authors and Editors
(January 2014)
Purpose: The ultimate aim of the IJE’s Health and Demographic Surveillance System (HDSS) profile series is to provide up-to-date details of HDSSs across the world. Each profile should include key information about a particular HDSS and provide IJE readers with sufficient detail to enable them to understand the scope of the particular HDSS, plan collaborations, and, where appropriate, maximise use of existing resources. 

Word count: around 2500-3000 (should be succinct and indicative rather than exhaustive)

Eligibility: To be eligible for publication in the HDSS profile series, an HDSS MUST:

· Have collected at least one round of data and have either completed prospective follow-up of some HDSS participants or have funding and clear plans to do so. 
· Describe an HDSS for which some data access is available. 

The IJE will consider updates of HDSS profiles already published in cases where either the focus of the research or the data collected have changed significantly. Please note that updated HDSS profiles will ONLY be considered for publication online.
HDSS Profile Format: Each profile is required to follow a similar format, using the subheadings:

Title and Author List
Your title should start with ‘Profile:’ followed by the name in full including the words ‘Health and Demographic Surveillance System’ and followed by any acronym in parenthesis. A maximum of 12 authors will be listed under the title. Additional authors and their affiliations should be included under the sub-heading ‘Author list continued’ at the end of the document. When individuals are listed at the end of the article they can be tagged as contributors in the XML (Extensible Markup Language file). This means that the article will appear in results for any searches on their names. To ensure this happens the corresponding author both needs to list the additional authors and add a note to Production at OUP stating that these individuals need to be tagged as contributors on PubMed.
Summary
A short free form summary (150 – 200 words) should outline the location of the HDSS, why it was set up, participants, data collection methods, main categories of data, and data access. Please note that the Summary should be included in the main text document submitted to Manuscript Central.

Key Messages
A ‘Key messages’ box should be included in every HDSS profile. In 3-4 short bullet points it should summarise the main or unique features of the HDSS i.e. features not characteristic of any other INDEPTH HDSS site. This may include scientific findings and should not repeat material already included in the Summary.
Why was the HDSS set up?

This section should describe the rationale for setting up the HDSS including the original research questions it was set up to address. 

What does it cover now?
Please document any major changes or developments since the HDSS started and describe the questions it addresses currently. (If this section is not relevant it can be omitted.)
Where is the HDSS area?

This section should include a map or series of maps that indicate the location of the HDSS. The text should provide the co-ordinates of the location and describe the area it covers e.g. nature of the terrain, seasons, temperature range, rural/urban, main employment opportunities, health care facilities and provision etc. The description and map should include major centres of data collection, e.g. hospitals, where relevant.
Who is covered by the HDSS and how often have they been followed up?

This section should describe all the individuals and groups of people on whom data are collected and the number of times data have been collected from each. Please provide the dates of each data collection round at each of the different levels included in the HDSS, e.g. individual, household, group. Flow diagrams will often help readers. If data collection is ongoing, please indicate how often these data will be updated in the future. If identification of HDSS participants, for example at vaccine clinics, is an issue please describe how this is achieved. 
What has been measured and how have the HDSS databases been constructed?
Please describe, in as much detail as possible, the measures collected at each of the different levels included in the HDSS e.g. individual, household, group. Presentation in tabular form is encouraged. This section should also indicate the source of the data collected and the methods used to collect the data. If appropriate, please briefly describe the hardware and software used to set up, store and manage the databases. If applicable, please describe links to routine data sources and indicate if further data linkage is planned. Alternatively, if mortality data are collected by verbal autopsy, please include details of the procedure.
Key findings and publications
This should not be an exhaustive list, but an indicative summary of the most important findings generated by the HDSS. If there is a web-page for the HDSS with a complete list of publications please note this and supply the web-address. Please ensure that this section includes a brief description of any findings presented in the Key Messages section. To give the reader a better idea of the data authors are encouraged to illustrate these findings with a figure or table.
Future analysis plans

This section should indicate specific existing data analysis plans and concrete, specific plans for future analyses, so that external researchers can avoid suggesting projects or applying for data to undertake analyses already underway or planned by in-house researchers. If collaboration in these analyses is welcome please indicate this here. 
Strengths and weaknesses

Please make sure both strengths and weaknesses are covered. It may be useful to readers setting up HDSSs to state briefly what you would do differently if you could start again and anything you regret leaving out.
Data sharing and collaboration

This section covers opportunities for data sharing and collaboration. The location and format of the HDSS data should be described together with variable lists and data dictionaries if available. If the data are open access a web address should be provided. If an application is required to access the data, please indicate where the application form can be found and the process for submitting an application. If access to the data is more limited please describe opportunities for collaboration. In all cases, the name and contact details of a researcher to whom enquiries and queries can be submitted must be provided.  

Photographs

Authors may wish to note that other HDSS profiles have included a couple of photographs. If the authors have photographs which they can give Oxford University Press permission to publish they might wish to consider this option. Please note that this is a suggestion and not a requirement.

Please avoid using jargon and non-standard abbreviations. Please ensure that all acronyms are presented in brackets after elucidation in full when they first appear in the text.
