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2018 INDEPTH SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE  
(ISC 2018 – Celebrating INDEPTH@20) 

 
Theme  

INDEPTH and the SDGs:  
Transforming Global Measurements 

 

26-28 November 2018, St. George Hotel, near Pretoria, South Africa 
http://stgeorgehotel.co.za/ 

 

Call for Abstracts 
The 2018 INDEPTH Scientific Conference (ISC 2018) will be held from 26-28 November 2018 in at the St 
George Hotel in Pretoria, South Africa. INDEPTH is 20 years old, so we will be commemorating 
INDEPTH@20! 

This is the international scientific forum of the Network for its members and partners to share their 
experiences and key research findings and proposed research using primarily data from Health and 
Demographic Surveillance Systems (HDSSs) and the new Comprehensive Health and Epidemiological 
Surveillance System (CHESS).  

Scientific sessions of ISC 2018 / INDEPTH@20 presents opportunity for strategic discussions on how the 
INDEPTH platform has been contributing and can continue to contribute to sustainable development 
goals (SDGs) and other global concerns such as non-communicable diseases (NCDs), health system 
reform, civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS), climate change and health, mental health, genomic 
studies, etc. 

More details on the expectation of the papers to be presented in celebrating INDEPTH@20 can be 
found in the new INDEPTH Strategic Plan 2017-2021 which is summarized in a publication the Lancet 
Global Health (2017), “to engage with many Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including those 
related to poverty, gender equality, and hunger. INDEPTH's renewed strategy commits to tracking SDGs 
by mapping and publishing baseline metrics for each target and regularly publicising progress. These 
findings are particularly important for the third health goal: ‘ensuring healthy lives and promoting the 
well-being for all at all ages’. Without reliable data, it will be impossible to assess countries' progress 
towards the goals and to design and adjust policies and programmes to ensure progress. INDEPTH's 
HDSSs are often the most reliable source of community-level demographic and health data in the 
countries and communities in which they work since they are often located in hard-to-reach rural and 
urban areas.” 

Many health interventions used routinely across the world were first trialled using HDSS platforms. 

http://stgeorgehotel.co.za/
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HDSSs provide the engineering that can be applied in generating valid indicators. In the low- and 
middle-income countries that are the primary focus of the SDGs, data collection is uneven, with many 
lacking the necessary financial or human resources.  

For the specific locations within which they operate, HDSS/CHESS data will be important for assessing 
progress against a number of the SDGs, and in particular the third goal of “ensuring healthy lives and 
promoting well-being for people of all ages.” This goal contains 9 targets, with each target supported 
by indicators of progress. A list of the targets and some example of how INDEPTH members already 
produce extensive data on each of them. These will form the sessions. 

Scientific papers will be presented in oral, poster and panel sessions.  

 

Broad Topics  
1. Target 1: By 2030, reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births. 
Indicators: i) Maternal mortality ratio ii) Proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel.  
Papers could cover the issues:  INDEPTH sites collect cause of death data over time, including deaths 
during childbirth. They also track the proportion of births assisted by skilled birth attendants. The 
network’s Working Group on Maternal and Newborn Health brings together scientists from across the 
network of HDSSs to study the epidemiology of maternal, newborn, infant and child health and the 
impact on it of health interventions 
2. Target 2: By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of age, with all 
countries aiming to reduce neonatal mortality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live births and under5 
mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births. Indicators: i) Under-5 mortality rate ii) 
Neonatal mortality rate 
Papers could cover the issues:  All INDEPTH member sites track pregnancies, newborn births and 
deaths, and infant and under-5 morbidity and mortality on a longitudinal basis. They have amassed 
enormous databases on trends in and determinants of infant and child mortality in developing 
countries. 

3. Target 3: By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical diseases 
and combat hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable diseases. Indicators: i) Number 
of new HIV infections per 1,000 uninfected population, by age, sex and key populations ii) Tuberculosis 
incidence per 1,000 population iii) Malaria incidence per 1,000 population iv) Hepatitis B incidence per 
100,000 population v) Number of people requiring interventions against neglected tropical diseases. 
Papers could cover the issues: INDEPTH sites gather longitudinal morbidity and mortality data on a 
wide range of communicable diseases including all those in Target 3. They also test a range of 
interventions to control them – for example conducting drug trials in Mozambique which showed that 
chloroquine was no longer effective for treating malaria, and showing in a rural South African 
community how antiretroviral therapy for HIV/AIDS extended adult life expectancy by more than 11 
years. 
4. Target 4: By 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from noncommunicable diseases 
through prevention and treatment and promote mental health and wellbeing. Indicators: i) Mortality 
rate attributed to cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes or chronic respiratory disease ii) Suicide 
mortality rate. 
Papers could examine the issues: INDEPTH member sites track noncommunicable disease mortality and 
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morbidity via verbal autopsy data. A multi-site study of more than 80,000 deaths over fifteen years in 
African and Asian demographic surveillance areas found that NCDs accounted for 36% of deaths. 
Another multi-site study is gathering baseline data on the prevalence of and risk factors for 
communicable diseases in Sub-Saharan Africa, including obesity, hypertension, diabetes and chronic 
kidney diseases. INDEPTH’s Adult Health and Aging Working Group, meanwhile, monitors the evolution 
of noncommunicable diseases in Africa as the continent undergoes the health transition. 

5. Target 5: Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, including narcotic drug 
abuse and harmful use of alcohol. Indicators: i) Coverage of treatment interventions for substance use 
disorders ii) Harmful use of alcohol rates. 
Papers could examine these issues: HDSS verbal autopsy data are a rare and valuable source of 
information on deaths caused by substance abuse in low- and middleincome countries and are helping 
to strengthen burden of disease data in Africa and Asia. INDEPTH is also conducting a multi-site five-
year project on adolescent health, including intervention studies to assess the effect on reducing 
addictive behaviours of marketing campaigns, conditional cash transfers and training of health 
workers. 

6. Target 6: By 2020, halve the number of global deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents. 
Indicator: i) Death rate due to road traffic injuries 
Papers could analyse the issues: INDEPTH sites’ verbal autopsy data monitors morbidity and mortality 
due to road traffic accidents – a rare example of reliable road accident data in lowand middle-income 
countries 

7. Target 7: By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive healthcare services, including 
for family planning, information and education, and the integration of reproductive health into 
national strategies and programmes. Indicators: i) Proportion of women of reproductive age who have 
their need for family planning satisfied by modern methods ii) Adolescent birth rate (aged 10-14 years; 
aged 15- 19 years) per 1,000 women in that age group 
Papers could cover the issues: INDEPTH’s Working Group on Fertility and Family Planning is examining 
data on access to reproductive health services collected across the network. It looks at trends in and 
determinants of the uptake of such services, focusing on adolescent females in Africa. As an 
institutional partner on the Population Council’s EVIDENCE project, moreover, INDEPTH is working to 
use data strategically to expand access to reproductive health services worldwide. 

8. Target 8: Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality 
essential health-care services and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines 
and vaccines for all. Indicators: i) Coverage of essential health services ii) Number of people covered by 
health insurance or a public health system per 1,000 people i) Coverage of essential health services ii) 
Number of people covered by health insurance or a public health system per 1,000 people. 
Papers could analyse:  HDSS sites monitor communities’ access to and uptake of essential health 
services, while also conducting numerous studies into vaccine effectiveness. The oral cholera vaccine 
tested at Matlab HDSS in Bangladesh, for example, is now recommended by the World Health 
Organisation. The INDEPTH Effectiveness and Safety Studies of Antimalarials in Africa are producing the 
largest available database on antimalarial drug impact. 

9. Target 9: By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous 
chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and contamination. Indicators: i) Mortality rate attributed 
to household and ambient air pollution ii) Mortality rate attributed to unsafe water, unsafe sanitation 
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and lack of hygiene iii) Mortality rate attributed to unintentional poisoning.  
Papers could discuss: INDEPTH’s longitudinal data monitors the impacts of environmental change on 
health and migration. The network’s Working Group on Environment and Health tests interventions to 
mitigate and adapt to climate change in SubSaharan Africa 

10. HDSS/CHESS data and Methods 
Papers could present innovative solutions to improving data quality, standardisation - measurement 
and data challenges, reliable statistical methods for HDSSs data analysis, including spatial modeling, 
transition and event history analyses, etc.  

Instructions for submitting Abstracts 

1. Abstracts may be submitted by scientists from INDEPTH member HDSS centres and/or the centres' 
collaborators.   
2. Submissions must be made online at the following ISC 2018 webpage at http://www.indepth-
network.org/news-events/events/newsisc-2018-indepth20 
3. An abstract of a maximum of 300 words must be submitted. Abstracts must have the following 
sections: background, data and methods, preliminary results, discussion and conclusion.  
4. Staff at INDEPTH member centres wishing to be considered for the Young Scientists Travel Award 
must, in addition to the short abstract, submit an extended abstract (2-4 pages). Extended abstracts 
must be sufficiently detailed to allow judging the merits of the paper. This should include a description 
of the topic to be studied, the theoretical focus, the data and research methods, and the expected 
findings.  
5. When making the submission, authors should provide the following information -- full name(s), 
INDEPTH member centre affiliation, and institutional and email addresses of all authors. Indicate if the 
paper can be considered for a poster session if it is not accepted in a regular session.  
Eligible first authors should indicate in the abstract and on the online submission form whether they 
wish their submissions to be considered under the YOUNG SCIENTISTS category.   
Note: an abstract can only be considered either as a REGULAR or YOUNG SCIENTISTS submission. 
Double submissions will be disqualified.  
5. Authors should indicate which three preferred sessions they would like their abstracts to be 
considered for by order of preference. 
6. The INDEPTH Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) will assess the abstracts submitted and 
recommend to the ISC 2018 Scientific Committee. 
Important dates:  

Activities Deadline 

Deadline for submitting abstracts April 30 
Review process May 1 – June 30  
Notification July 15 
Deadline for revision of accepted abstracts August 15 
Submission of full draft papers by those 
considered for Young Scientist Travel Awards 

September 15 

Preparation of the programme  
 

August - September 

 

http://www.indepth-network.org/news-events/events/newsisc-2018-indepth20
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